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{today}
{clientFirstName} {clientMiddleName} {clientLastName}
Re:	{casePlaintiff} v. {caseDefendant}, {caseNumber}
{clientNamePrefix} {clientLastName}: 
I am writing this letter to inform you that {caseOpposingCounsel}, attorneys for {casePlaintiff}, filed a notice of dismissal without prejudice of your case {casePlaintiff} v. {caseDefendant}, {caseNumber} on {caseDispositionDateString}.  Enclosed is a copy of the dismissal for your records.  

This dismissal disposes of the pending case with the Court, but I wanted to take this opportunity to provide you with information that I hope will be helpful to you.

Dismissal of lawsuit:

Your case was dismissed “without prejudice.”  This means that {casePlaintiff} could file another lawsuit against you in the future, so long as it does so within its statute of limitations (which is generally 10 years from the date of your last payment).  However, in the past, very few of our clients whose lawsuit was dismissed before the trial date had their case filed again with the Court.  Based on this, it is unlikely that you will be sued again on this debt.  However, if another lawsuit is filed, you would be served with another summons and petition.  If that happens, please feel free to call our office again for assistance.  

Debt collection:

However, even if no lawsuit is ever filed against you, this debt could remain on your credit report for approximately 7 years after the account became delinquent.  Because the debt is disputed through our responsive pleadings in this lawsuit, under the Fair Credit Reporting Act any credit reporting of the account with {casePlaintiff} cannot be included in the calculation of your credit scores.  If creditors call you about this or other debts, I suggest that you not talk with them.  You could use a telephone answering machine or Caller ID to screen your calls.  Then only answer the telephone if someone you know calls you.  In the event that {casePlaintiff} or another debt collector does call you, please let our office know.   

Failure to pay a debt or a judgment entered by the Court in this type of case is not a crime.  A person will not be prosecuted for not paying a debt (unless there are other circumstances involved, such as if the person wrote a bad check, committed fraud, or failed to pay child support).  This is true both before and after a court judgment that the person owes a debt. 




Bankruptcy:

If you are concerned that you could be sued in the future, you may want to consider filing bankruptcy.  This is something that our office can assist you with.  If you are sued in the future, you are welcome to contact our office again for help with this lawsuit, and to talk about possibly filing bankruptcy.

As the lawsuit has now been dismissed, we will be closing your file in our office, which will cease our representation of you.  If you have any questions, or need further assistance with this matter, please contact me at (816) 822-4041.

Our office’s policy is to retain files for seven years after they have been closed.  You may have documents in your file any time before the file is destroyed.  If there are any items of value to you in the file, please contact me as soon as possible so that I can arrange for their return to you before the file is sent to long-term storage.

It was a pleasure assisting you and I am glad that the lawsuit has now been dismissed.  I hope that you will have no legal problems in the future, but if you do, please feel free to contact our office again.  Best wishes.

Sincerely, 


Ryan Callahan
Attorney at Law
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